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Greetings,

Maple Grove’s age-friendly commitment officially began nearly eight years ago, when
we became the fifth city in Minnesota to join the World Health Organization/AARP
Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities. Since then, a dedicated team of
staff, community members, and representatives from cross-sector organizations have
been working to ensure that aging is elevated and included at a new Ievel in all facets
of community life.

As part of this work, | am excited to share with you the Age-Friendly Maple Grove
Action Plan 2024-2026, which will help us continue to think and act in ways that put a
“lifespan lens” on all that we do. With more than 14% of our residents aged 65 or
older—up from 8% in 2010, and just 4% in 2000—Maple Grove recognizes the need
and opportunity to respond to shifting demographics. There is enormous potential to
reimagine how communities can become more age-inclusive places.

Aging is a universal experience, but it is also an individual experience. What we want,
what we need, and what opportunities are available to us as we grow older look
different from person to person. In addition to recognizing that older people are not
a monolithic group, this plan reflects a commitment to ensuring that all residents—
regardless of race, culture, income, or ability—are actively included in the work.

| am proud to be mayor of a city recognized as a leader in Minnesota’s age-friendly
movement, and am grateful for the work of so many who continue to lead this charge
week by week, month by month, year by year. Change takes time. We have
accomplished a great deal, and | look forward to the work ahead!

Sincerely,

Mark Steffenson
Mayor of the City of Maple Grove
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